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Teachers who make math or 
science fun, help to encourage 
and inspire students to succeed 
academically. At various points 
in our lives we encounter     
remarkable teachers. They 
“make school cool!” The 
APEGGA Teacher Awards  
Program recognizes these  
exceptional teachers for their 
enthusiasm and dedication. 
Students, parents, principals, 
school staff, and teacher     
colleagues can submit        
nominations for the 20NEW 
APEGGA Teacher Awards  
presented throughout the    
province, annually. At a school 
event, each award recipient is 
presented with a certificate and 
$2,000 to be used at their   
discretion for professional   
development, school         
equipment, resource materials, 
website development, teaching 
aids, or other tools to improve 
teaching and student learning. 
The process is simple. Use the 
nomination form, send a letter, 
or complete your nomination on 

our website: http://
apegga.formbin.com/forms/
teacher_award_nominations 
You must include: 
• The teacher’s first and last 

name. 
• Subject and grade taught 
• School name and address, 

including city or town and 
postal code. 

• The principal’s first and 
last name. 

• An explanation of why the 
teacher deserves this 
award. 

• Your name and telephone 
number.   

 
Judges are looking for a variety 
of nominators. Ask students, 
parents, other teachers and 
principals to support your   
nomination and include their 
letters with yours. Send in your 
nomination information before 
March 31, 2010. APEGGA is 
collecting this information for 
use in promoting this event and 

I am sure that there are many 
teachers out there that are not 
familiar with a hidden treasure in 
our area.  This treasure is the 
Medicine Hat Astronomy Club 
and the Sunridge   Observatory 
located just   outside of Medicine 
Hat.  Praxis works very closely 
with the Club and grade six   
teachers in Medicine Hat in  
order to enhance the Sky     
Science Unit for our grade six 
students.  We are proud to have 
their members serve as our 
Scientist in the Classroom as 
well as provide tours of their 
facility.   

Medicine Hat Astronomy Club is 
holding the AGM and social on 
Saturday, March 20, 2010.  It is 
promised to be a great evening 
that the entire family can enjoy.  

The evening will be a busy one 
with a speaker from the        
Saskatchewan Astronomy Club.  
He will  present planetary     
information and I am sure there 
will be some great classroom 
tools all grade six teachers can 
utilize in their Sky Science Unit!  
There will also be supper, 
games, a silent auction, club 
information and assistance with 
those of us that are not really 

sure how to use our           
telescopes!  If you would like 
further information and to  
purchase tickets,  please   
contact the Club President, 
Thor Jacobson at 
thorj@shaw.ca. 

For those of you that need 
some hands on resources for 
your Sky Science Unit, do not 
forget about our Hands on 
Learning Kit at Praxis.  This is 
a great resource for your 
classroom.  When you sign the 
kit out, be sure to book your 
visit to the Observatory as 
well!  Call praxis at (403) 527-
5365 or e-mail 
praxis@praxismh.ca.  We are 
looking forward to helping you 
out in the classroom! 

may make it public by means 
of oral, printed or electronic 
publication. 
Judging criteria includes:  
variety of nominations 
(students, parents, teachers, 
administrators, etc.);         
inspiration to students; extra-
curricular activities of teacher; 
teacher qualities. APEGGA 
volunteer judges, in ten    
provincial areas, will help to 
select award recipients. 
 

Award recipients will be    
chosen by the end of April.�
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Did you know? 

 

• The highest waterfall in 
the world is the Angel 
Falls in Venezuela. At a 
towering height of 979m 
did you know that each 
drop of water takes 14 
seconds to fall from the 
top to the bottom. 

• There are 60,000 miles of 
blood vessels in the   
human body. 

• The coldest temperature 
on Earth was recorded at 
Vostok, on the Antarctic 
ice sheet.  On July 21, 
1983, the temperature 
there dropped to –128˚F 
(-89˚C).  This Area also 
has the coldest recorded 
average temperture of –
72˚F  (-58˚C). 

• The whale shark has over 
4,000 teeth. Each tooth is 
only 3mm long. 

• The average person will 
shed 40 pounds of skin in 
his/her lifetime. 

• In 1900, the temperature 
in a town in Montana rose 
30˚F (17˚C) in less than 
three minutes.  The 
cause?  A chinook.   

• A sneeze can exceed the 
speed of 100mph. 

• A cow gives nearly 
200,000 glasses of milk in 
her lifetime. 

• Jupiter is larger than 
1,000 Earths. 

• The air located around a 
lightning bolt is heated to 
around 30,000 degrees 
Celsius. This is 5 times 
hotter than the surface of 
the sun. 

• The oldest living tree and 
hence one of the oldest 
known living things on 
Earth is a bristlecone pine 
tree located in California, 
North America, i t ’s     
actually over 4600 years 
old! 
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Founding Member of: 


